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As the latter part of the course title Travailler

increase the general public’s better understanding

en contexte international (Work in an international

of the issue. On the whole, it has been a rewarding

context) clearly suggests, this course, which

experience, keeping in mind that they have earned

is conducted in French, exposes students to

themselves a set of new skills which would bridge

professional corporate settings where they are

them to more opportunities in the future.

expected to actively and directly engage with the
French communities, offering them opportunities

Apart from the workshop, our students also

to further sharpen their communication and

collaborated with FCF and participated in a

interpersonal skills in a French-speaking working

community and charity engagement programme

environment. This year, our students partnered

titled “Oui care for a better Hong Kong”, which

with The Climate Collage and The French Chamber

is part of the larger initiative “Make It Work HK”.

Foundation (FCF), acquiring new skills which would

Following a sharing session given by its President

be valuable assets to them in the 21st century and

Thierry Neveux, who shared the vision of the

providing the needy in our society with a service.

initiative and the life stories of the working poor
he had heard over the years, our students went on

The Climate Collage is a French non-profit

to install software on laptops for the households

organisation committed to raising public awareness

most in need. It was not a tough task, but it was

of climate change. In a workshop organised by The

significant enough to “make things work” for those

Climate Collage, our students listened to experts

whose lives would be positively transformed by

and facilitators, and engaged in a collaborative card

the right laptop with the right software – especially

game. During the game, they discussed, reasoned

during COVID-19.

and tried to work out the relationships between the
factors linked to climate change represented by the

To put it simply, this course has secured three

cards. Complicated as the game may seem, it is in

“wins”. Our students learned from the activities; the

fact designed for the general public to understand

service was well received by the beneficiaries; and

the complexity of climate change as a global issue

our community partners cheered for the wonderful

in a more comprehensive manner. With all the post-

outcomes. Voilà: let us have our fingers crossed

game activities, including a debriefing session, our

that the spirit of service-learning will continue to

students became qualified facilitators, meaning that

thrive and bring forth more terrific news through

they can now host their own workshops and help

new endeavours!
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The service project of this course is a very timely
one. It involved three steps: using a comparative
perspective, students from the French Stream of
European Studies first explored and researched
the narratives of France and Hong Kong from
the government, the scientific community and
the people about the most pressing “questions
d’actualité” (current affairs): mask wearing during
the pandemic. It was then followed by a photo
exhibition, and towards the end of the semester,
students shared their research findings and results
with students in Lyon.

and appropriated the global. What Hong Kong
students picked from Mr Bellier’s corpus of work

The highlight of the project, of course, would

was very telling and suggestive in terms of the

be the said photo exhibition: “Mask is the New

ways in which the younger generation understood

Normal”. Having learned a painful lesson from SARS

and related the virus to themselves. Through the

in 2003, Hong Kong people had been extra vigilant

interplay of words and images, the global pandemic

in wearing masks to combat COVID-19. French artist

was recontextualised to Hong Kong, a crammed city

and photographer Cyrille Bellier documented the

that showed its unique resilience and determination

mass adoption of mask wearing in Hong Kong from

in combating COVID-19.

the early days of the virus outbreak and presented
a series of black-and-white photos that served as a

This service-learning project had a modest

timely keepsake for Hong Kong people to remember

vision: to spread the idea of solidarity in adversity.

this historic moment of the city. Students then chose

The very notion of “by protecting myself, I protect

from Mr Bellier’s works and wrote their thoughts and

my community” became exceptionally relevant in

reflections – in both French and English – in response

times of crisis, and the need to care for each other

to the photographs. This was essentially a cross-

and be empathetic was crucial to our wellbeing.

cultural experience in which the global captured

We hope this exhibition was just a start to share our

and dissected the local, and the local interpreted

city’s concern and love for people around us. Mr
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Bellier’s photos were documented in a booklet, and
the exhibition was also transformed into a VR tour
so that the impact of the project could be further
disseminated.
After the opening ceremony which featured a
students’ performance, we conducted an interview

with Mr Bellier and Mr Stéphane Lam, Director of
Le Pavillon Rouge des Arts who is another partner
of the project, as well as the course instructor Dr
Emilie Tran. Dr Tran dearly thanked the goodwill of
her students, and deemed this project as a prime
example of HKBU internationalisation at home.
Mr Bellier and Mr Lam described HKBU students
as dedicated, focused and open-minded, and they
found them very cooperative. After all, collective
work matters, and this service-learning experience left
everyone fulfilled and soothed amid the pandemic.
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Dr Kenneth Chan’s courses address timely issues

In response to the discussions and debates on

amid Hong Kong’s turbulent political atmosphere.

both the Legislative Council and District Council

For instance, his previous students’ service-learning

elections in Hong Kong, the service-learning project

projects dealt with the controversy revolving around

of Dr Chan this time was on electoral integrity.

the building of the Hong Kong–Zhuhai–Macau

Students worked on three main themes, namely

Bridge. Dr Chan’s service-learning projects usually

challenges in voting brought about by the COVID-19

involved two stages: students first did research on a

pandemic, overseas and new methods of voting,

specific topic, which equipped them with knowledge

and monitoring campaign expenses in Hong Kong.

and basic background of a certain political issue;

After attending workshops given by international

after that, they worked on their deliverables in

polling station election observers, students started

hope of raising public awareness. This model, which

their research work and transformed the data they

addressed both research and advocacy in service-

had collected into huge and eye-catching posters.

learning, was proven to be effective, and it was once

One group, for instance, worked and researched on

again applied in this academic year.

how six countries – the US, Myanmar, Italy, South
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Korea,

Poland and Singapore – managed to

Last but certainly not least, the cross-cultural

conduct voting safely and peacefully amid the

experience these courses brought about was a

pandemic, and recommended that Hong Kong

definite plus to students, as Dr Chan’s courses always

should also be able to carry out voting during

attract international students to enrol in. “I found the

this health crisis. Another group’s project, titled

experience extremely fruitful, given that it was an area

“Safeguarding Electoral Integrity in Hong Kong”,

that I was already interested in. I chose to do my research

showcased the discrepancy in voting campaign

on how our recommended methods, along with the

expenses between a candidate with a political

government’s current plan, are to be implemented. I

party background and an unaffiliated amateur.

read the potential problems in the concerned voting

Towards the end of the semester, they did their

methods and pondered over which solutions can be

final presentations in TriAngle together with the

initiated in this specific case to tackle them. This had

posters they had designed that demonstrated the

exercised my reasoning and problem-solving skills in

very useful – and sometimes alarming – findings

an electoral context, which is something new”, said one

they had. All these important and significant

of them, Mark Musette Alger Ramos. Service-learning

materials will be beneficial to all voters in Hong

indeed enables our students to bear civic responsibility

Kong and they will be made available on various

and become not only socially responsible individuals but

platforms in the near future.

also global citizens.
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What have we Done
Controversial issues
that may exist in different
measures to
promote elections

How should Hong Kong
refer to the examples of
foreign elections and apply
them to Hong Kong
elections

Hard measures
implemented to prevent
the outbreak of COVID-19
during the election

Lesson for Hong Kong to learn
about the election contingency
measure.
Ensure that citizens still have
the right to vote in the election
of a public health problem
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